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Welcome to
Brownsville Herimge House!

Hi everyone! Welcome to the
Brownsville Heritage House (or B7(7(

for short)!

Have you ever thought about how
important it is to know about your

culture and your community?

Well, in this ‘zine (short for agazine)
vou'll read about how important BHH is
to Brownsyville history and its residents.




N

While flipping through this ‘zine, you'll see how BHH and its
carctakers have helped create spaces for multicultural art,

education, and culture to co-exist throughout time.

This is important because it shows how BHH continues to

be a place where community members can creatively

connect and engage with one another and their culture.

1A LTS

So many people have transformed
BHH into what it is today: a cultural
safe space where creativity grows!

So join us as we walk through the BHH
space and take a look at the impact it
has had on Brownsville history!




Meet our Narrator!

“I'm glad to be a part of the
women who keep this place

going!”

- Miriam Robertson, Executive
Director of BHH

-MOTHER GASTON,
BHH Founder

Hi everybody! I'm Miriam
and I am the head caretaker
of BHH. I have been in this
role for over nine years
now, and I've really learned

alot!

The Heritage House has
always been run and cared
for by Black women like me,
and I've just met so many

wonderful people tohelp

assist me!
MIRIAM ROBERTSON,

BHH Executive Director




The women who came before r BRUHNS?ILLE

me saw a big need for the
ERITAGE

neighborhood to hang onto
spaces for education, culture
and art in Brownsville. BHH
became a place, in addition to
our schools & libraries, that
tecaches Black history - 0w
/fizstory - while also making room

for the future.

Keep reading to learn about our
special history. We'll walk
through how BHH got here, the
Black women that made this
place possible, and where BHH is
headed.

-PATRICIA DEAN,
Former BHH Exec. Director

Head to the next page, and let’s
keep going!

L



Matriarchy & Lineage

Created by Mother Gaston, activist and founder of BHH, I follow
arich legacy of women caring for and guiding the original
mission of BHH, including her mentor, Patricia Dean
(affectionately known as Mama Far) who | followed as ED after
she passed away.

Before ' was the ED I sat on the BHH board with my mother, Iris
Robertson, who has been an active member since 1995. While
there have been many members who have supported this
space, it is casy to trace the impact of women’s leadership and
the legacy that we continue to uphold.
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Photo Source: Brownsville Heritage House Image of Miriam Robertson at BHH




Photo Source: Brownsville Heritage House Image of Miriam Robertson, Mother Gaston, Patricia Deans




History
OF BROWNSVILLE

V’v

i ) Photo Source: bloomberg.opg 2
Now, what's so special about Above '/

Brownsville? It is a neighborhood in Mural painted on the side of a

castern Brooklyn and a part of greater  buildingatthe comerof
. o Mother Gaston and Pitkin Ave.

New York City. Brownsville is a place of

many different experiences.

Brownsville is a place that is very

multicultural!

Before the 1930s, the first people of this - The number of Black people
land were I.enape, who were colonized — continued to grow larger well
by the Dutch, and then Jewish working— into the 1940s and 1950s as they

class people populated the fled from the Jim-Crow South,
neighborhood. Inthe 1930s, up to the Northern states like
Brownsville’s population of African- New York - finding better places

Amgricans and Latinx people movedin. (g live and work, like here in

Brownsville.

(Source: EmmaOsore, BlackSpaces: Brownsville Codesigning Black Neighborhood Heritage Conservation, year.)


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood

[n the 1960s, Brownsville also played an important part in Civil
Rights. History shows us that important groups like the Black
Panthers came to Brownsville to try and make the neighborhood
and schools better for the community. Because Brownsville
became so diverse, housing also increased and Black business also
grew to be very successful too!

Brownsville was often left out of community
development opportunities by corporations and
government systems.There were also difficult civil rights
movements such as the Teacher’s Strike of 1968 that saw
the Black community in Brownsville asking for fair and
equal treatment for their children’s education.

Fighting for the integration of schools, families boycotted and
organized to make sure their children were able to learn well
and fairly. This also led people like Mother Gaston to dream of
the founding of BHH as a space for the community to learn
and support cach other through creativity!

BHIH exists to this day to protect the rich local history and to
create a place where Black culture can thrive throughout time!
It makes sure that Black and multi-cultural histories and
culture are kept safe so that you can keep learning about it
even today!

Photo By: Nadiya Farrington

Left

An image of Brownsville Public
Library, home to Brownsville
Heritage House

(Source: Emma Osore, BlackSpaces: Brownsville Codesigning Black Neighborhood Heritage Conservation, year.)






Founding

of Brownsville Heritage House
10"

Can you imagine yourself starting
a space for the community? In
1967 Mother Gaston took an idea
she had for a community space
for kids and started it out of her
private home calling it the
Cheetdren's Cultural Corner. She
actually lived right here on
Dumont Avenue which used to be
called Stone Avenue! The
Children’s Cultural Corner, at that
time, didn't have a public location.

Many different and important people in history
began to notice Brownsville! They wanted to
help Mother Gaston to get the support she
needed to build BHH and help the community
to gain recognition across the country.

Because Brownsville became so diverse, i Tocat tAws
housing also increased and Black business also THE CITY OF NEW YORK
grew to be very successful too! e
,m?‘é o .I\I"ru.r. \I“i“\;hl'“
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Photo Source: BHH Archive

Right

The images show renamed
street reregistration with the
City of New York.

Photo Source: BHH Archive
Left

Brochure pamphlet celebrating
the creation of BHH.



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood




Supporters of the /W @
l

community gat l@l‘@d
for aday of joy and
celebration to honor
the dedication and
work of Mother Gaston

Photo Source (All 2): BHH Archive
Left

Mother Gaston being gifted with
flowers and an award for being the
honored guest of the night

Photo Source: BHH Archive
Right

Mother Gaston smiling

and talking with guest

while eating cake

Photo Source: BHH Archive

Above
Ticket announcing the scheduled

celebration event at Siloam
Presbyterian Church for Mother
Gaston

Photo Source: BHH Archive s ‘
Left

Photo of Mother Gaston
giving a speech at her
celebration event
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood

Sadly, Mother Gaston passed away in

1981 and never got to see the current /

home of BHH. However, soon after her
LANGETON HUOGHES
20 EAST 1277w BTREET

passing, passionate local people

wanted to find a space to honor and NEW:XORK e NY:
continue her legacy. They found an August 28,

empty space at the Brooklyn Public
Library - which was not using the

second floor of the library at all! Mra, Hosetta Gaston
345 Livonia Avenue
lyn 12, New Y

With the help of a member of congress

) ) Dear Mrs, Gaston:
and council members at that time,
e cadhad ilhe Iz o It 1s most kind of
they approached the Library to say, cormection with t
“we want to utilize the space!”. In for “tha Larter 4. Moods

March of 1981 the doors opened to eaking engagemer.ts
Browinsville Herizse House hare s future (other than the few I already have
rownsvilie Heritage House here at this on my schedule) since I have been away from
location. We are still here 41 years home se much in the past year--twice to

. - mong other places--that my writing
later! : rered greatly I am now so far

behind on book and play contracts, that I
dare not leave my typewriter for several

« . ths to come, But I do thank you for
Our goal is to make sure g £ e ol
that we keep the history With cordial regards,

of Brownsville alive & to Sincerely yours,
make sure that people '
\ understand how
) important |and|
significant Brownsville is.

»

~ Miriam Robertson April 1k, 1975 “I think what Mother

Gaston felt was that
Brownsville was a

oo Black Pride place where [there]|

Television Station WPIX . ”

220 k. L2nd Street was community.

New Yerk, N. Y. 10017

Desr Mrs. Jobni o
-~ Miriam Robertson

How very much I enjoyed seeing and hesring Mother Rosetta Gaston
on your show & few Saturds

This indomitable lady long ag r mark on the Brownsville
commnity and even now, having twrned ninety, continues to be a vibrant
snd unwavering force for tie bottermeni of her fellow man.

. ) Photo Source: BHH Archive
Iour letting so meuny pecple see Hother Oaston in actlon, even for
Just a few minutes, was not alone a treat but indeed a notable public Top
service.
Letter to Mother Gaston from
Langston Hughes.

Very truly yours X
e . Photo Source: BHH Archive

Bottom

Letter talking about Mother

Gastons impact on Brownsville.

AN

Bernard Bohar
Msneger, Woodson Houses



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood

sille Heritage House III

MOTHER GASTON'S Rosstta Caston
BROWNSVILLE DREAM e e T
FULFILLED

| By Sandra McCollum, } ) o
Chronicle Reporter e
At the opening ceremony of Brooklyn, New York 11216
Brownsville Heritage House, 111 Dear Senator Beatty:
held on Saturday, March 28, g ago you indicated thet ous organization

1981 at the Stone Avenue would bpe able to get funded through the State. I would

i y in Brooklyn like to remind you of that promise, and hope that you
?ranCh L1b1_~ar, 1 2 'yCi would discuss it with the other elected officials From
adopted children”, family an the Brownsville 5% New York area. As I s that day,

friends gathered to honor the

opening of the Brownsville Heri-

tage House, III, the 50-year o sall] because you
dream of the late Mother Roset- e R aoaD I;,j“j‘gﬁ;;ﬁ;g: ZZ“;.%“?.‘SM,
ta Gaston. Mrs. Agnes Willis, ff}mt}‘z;“j Lt -D-'-m;t njoyed 3 # 1 heve. rfﬁcﬁeﬂ the
adupted daughler of Mother ?ﬁifviu]:l i iin & any more, I know you will help us
Gaston, welcomed guests who
came to see the “dream” become
a reality.

Mother Gaston, a long time
activist following the footsteps
of Dr. Carter G. Woodson, noted
historian and founder of the
Association for the Study of
Afro American Life and History
(ASALH), whom she had known
and loved, organized the Kipirsi
Society at the Trylon Center in
Harlem, the Brooklyn Branch of ciisHoLy . coucaTion g LABS)
ASALH, the Brownsville Branch Suscoumprree on Grnrma Eoie

of ASALH, the Children's Cultu- . T e e
| ral Corner, and the Brownsville Oﬂungtesﬁ of the WUnited States

Senator Beatty, please, please help me fulfill my
lifelong dream.

Gratefully yours,

MR, WESLEY McD. MOLDE)

Heritage House, III. Working , Touse of Representatines

faithfully in her quest to estab- s Washington, B.L. 20515
lish an educational and cultural
center for youth, Mother Gaston Decenber 18, 1972
lived long enough to see her
dream come true. She died on
February 2Tth at the age of 96.
St:an]ey Kinard, D_lrector of }f C;ns‘jﬁii’ar&_f”k" .he Association
Heritage House, III introduced
himself and members of his staff
who briefly stated the skills and
expertise they would be bring-
ing with them to the center. The Dear Mother Gaston:
center offers free workshops in
Theatre, Video/ TV, Music, Rea- Thanks for your letter of Decerber :’m‘, in l:'».
ding and Writing, Yoga/Exer- i;;{; t::cf_ &D::‘;_L‘;t‘f:‘:r: i c ille
cise, Percussion and Music His- Eranch of the Assoclation for Study of Vo ;o Histery of which
tory, as well as sehool tutorials you are the founder,
a‘nd special programs fﬂF senior As T write this note I am thinking of how good God has been
citizens. Anyone who wishes to to you --- 88 years old and still in the firing line. You are
participate in the workshops can Dlessed and may the good Lord keep you and give you strength
call the center at 385-1111 week- to fight on just a little longer,

day. :00 500
ys from 9:00a. m. to 5:00 p. m. With warmest personal regards and very best wishes,

Photo Source: BHH Archive Daughter,

Above P J W C M

Article snippet talking about the opening Shirley .cmnolm M.C.
of BHH and its mission to be a cultural

center for the community. Photo Source: BHH Archive

Photo Source: BHH Archive Above

Right Top Letter written from Shirley Chisholm to Mother Gaston
Letter written by Mother Gaston Senator confirming her presence at a Brownsville event.

Beatty asking for funding.



https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2014-07-02/can-murals-change-a-neighborhood

Statue of Mother Gaston
set for unveiling_l’gb. 22

By LARRY CELONA ED AN
Perpp— : R d ..""

A bronze statue of Mother Roselta Gaston, the
founder of the Association for the Study of
Afro-American Life and History - and  the
Brownsville Heritage House, will be unveiled next
month. e

The Rosetta Gaston Memorial Committee com-
missioned Brownsville sculptor” Bo Walker to
create the bust which will be placed at the Mother
Rosetta’ Gaston Center, 460 Dumont - Ave,
Brownsville.

The statue, the first of any person in Brownsvil-
le, will be unveiled on Feb. 22, which would have
been Gaston's 101st birthday.

It is fitting that Mother Gaston's statue be the
first In the community, since she did so much for
the community,” said Benjamin Brown, the chair-
man of the committee. =

The $3,500 needed to cast the statue was raised
through gospel dinners and don

" Gaston died in 1981 after spen
years doing community work in Brownsville, After
her death, Stone Ave. in Brownsville was renamed
Mother Gaston Blvd. -

Walker graduated with honors from Pratt Insti-
fute with & Bachelor of Fine Arts degree and he
was awarded the Bfooklyn College Presidential
medal in 1985, 3

.
S
att
o

.M'\?“

Photo Source: Rosetta Gaston Senior Center Photo Source: BHH Archive

Above Above
Statue awarded to Mother Gaston. Was the first ever monument of Article written on the artwork and statue done in

any native resident of Brownsville, NY. honor of Mother Gaston.

ve3 e o T
harve growen In academic shilis aed
narve bean crealive. and Thay have

e, Lau Y
demalicnal Alrican Amorican Db,
Natiemal Theaire, to heip celebrale

Tt hecasiit et
- it on
141 Yt ey e et
e ghant 4 bk =

Rosetta Gaston

Photo.Source (All 3) : BHH Archive

Above

Mother Gaston's Mother (left) and Father  Poster artwork of an event held for Student essay about Brownsville
(right). Mother Gaston. Heritage House.



https://wordnyc00.wordpress.com/senior-centers/rosetta-gaston-senior-center/
https://wordnyc00.wordpress.com/senior-centers/rosetta-gaston-senior-center/
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DEVELOPMENT OF
"BHH/"

Now, let’s take a closer look
at the building and what's |
inside - if you look closely

at the outside of the

building, it is like a castle,

and on top it are fairy tale
characters like dragons

and gargoyles carved in
stone.

Did you see them before
vou walked in? If not, make
sure to take a closer look
the next time you leave the

building.




Photo Source: Nadiya Farrington

Top
The image shows the interior
of BHH with empty seating

While the building that surrounds BHH is
playful and delightful, it is also a space for
cveryone of all ages to come together.

While children and adults alike can find the
fun and whimsy, and also learn about
Brownsville’s culture and history -this space
is especially friendly for educators and
artists. Everyone can build and create
together!

Photo Source : Nadiya Farrington

Left
Exterior of BHH






"Part of our mission is to make sure that we bridge gaps
between the youth and our elders. That way culture and
history is constantly being told."

The way we tell stories and history at BHH happens as
soon as you walk in. When you enter BHH, take a look at
the side walls. You'll see tall dark brown cases that almost
touch the ceiling, the feeling is that history is all around

youl.

Each shelf’is filled with hundreds of
treasures that will tell you more about
Black history. Each piece of art tells a
story about our ancestors beginning
in Africa, and how they progressed
throughout time. Looking at these
objects is another way to “bridge the

gap”.

What connection do you have to any
of the artifacts that spark a story for
you? How might you continue learning
or teaching about your heritage
through each generation?

Photo Source (All 2): BHH Photo Source: BHH
Left Page

The images shows the interior
of BHH with people attending
meetings and events

Above
Image shows Ms. Miriam
talking to two kids inside BHH

Above
Photo Source: BHH Image shows hallway entering BHH with shelves full of artifacts
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* Photo Source: Nadiya Farrir;gton



ARTS AND CULTU

There is an endless opportunity to learn
through art of all kinds! Here you'll find
sculptures that tell of legends and myth.

You'll hear music of all types, see movices

and plays of Black culture, and
experience poetry that moves you! You'll
also see paintings and photos of
important political and cultural leaders
of the past and present.

igh Mus fA
mngh Tuseum of Art

Photo Source (All 3): BHH

Top right:

=
All images show performance
happening at BHH
\ / Bottom:
Posters and paintings found at
/ BHH
—



BICOW NSYILLE

HERTTEAGE

T sl M

One thing that is special about
our collection that might be
different from others is that In
this space, some objects can
be touched! If you walk
around - how can you tell
which ones should or
shouldn’t be touched?

P ,
SN

5

Photo Source (All 2): BHH Top: Image of hallway in Brownsville Heritage House
Bottom: Black History Poster found in BHH
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“We all need a place to be
inspired. We need a place
where we can just rewind,
just sit back, take a
breather, think about it,
and strategize.”

-~ Miriam Robertson

Photo Source (All 3): BHH

Top right:
All images show art shows
happening at BHH

Bottom:
Posters for events and books [
found at BHH



BHH Collection
corner

4TH BROWNSVILLE
HERITAGE HOUSE
COLLECTION SPOTLIGHT

AUGUST 23 | BHH
EXHIBITROOM
+1-PHONE NUMBER
EMAIL@EMAIL.COM




BHH Collaborators
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We hope you enjoyed reading and learning about the history of
BHH and our community as weand strive to continue to uphold
the mission of Brownsville Heritage House.

It takes a village to keep our history alive and this includes you! It
takes our visitors, youth and elders to continue this legacy of
maintaining all of our community, history, and heritage.

We hope you enjoyed reading and learning about the history of
BHH and community. We appreciate your continued support

through partnership (link out), donations (link out), and &
engagement with the space! i
We greatly appreciate hearing from our visitors about their visits e

here at BHIH. So, tell a friend about us about your experiences
here at BHIH, and we look forward to welcoming you again real
soon!!

BROWNSVILLE 08' - 22 | BROWNSVILLE HERITAGE HOUSE
HERITAGE HOUSE BHH EXHIBIT RooM
SPONSORS +1-(718) 385-1111







